Living in Tune with All of Creation (Continued)
planting the seed,and reaping the harvest would
allow them to rediscover their true place in the
universe and the God who created all things. Over
time, they were renewed, re-humanized, reborn,
becoming the foundation of a healthy society that
continues to this day.
Following in the same spirit, on the occasion of
the recognition of Blessed Anne Marie as a liberator
of slaves and induction into the society of those
recognized for advancing the “Route of the Abolition
of Slavery”, descendants of those whom she freed
planted trees in memory of their ancestors.
Rootedness in the earth is part of the spirituality
Blessed Anne-Marie bequeathed to us. Visits to the
sources, the initial foundations she made, reveal
buildings set on land that can be planted. It was
important to her that there be arable land even
around the Mother House in the middle of Paris.
Here the sisters raised vegetables for the table and
beautiful flowers for the sanctuary. These gardens
exist to this day.
But the bounty the earth provides was not its only
attraction for Anne-Marie. When she was denied
the sacraments for a period of two years, her temple
became the forest. Here she celebrated a spiritual
Eucharist, communing with the God who came to
her in the silent forests of Mana. She was always
loathe to speak of her experience of God, but she did
allude once or twice to the wonders of God revealed
to her there.
Were she alive today, she would be proclaiming
the oneness of all creation from the rooftops! She
would see our drifting away from intimacy with
the earth to be the source of modern-day violence.
She would urge us to turn again to nature to heal
that ruptured relationship created by forces of a
consume-society with its belief that all of creation is
for human benefit alone. And having led us back to
living in respectful harmony with the earth and one
another, she would lead us to a renewed relationship
with the Creator, the Source of all being, Mother and
Father of us all!

Planting of the memorial forests in 2011

A memorial marker for each of the members of
the first group of freed Africans was placed next
to the tree that was planted in his or her memory.

Regarding the involvement of the
descendants of those freed by Blessed
Anne Marie in the celebrations in her
honor in France learn more here: http://
sj-cluny.org/Upcoming-Event-Routeof-the-Abolition-of-Slavery-in-Val-deSaone?lang=fr)
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